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tentative of Venezuela. Mr. Hull, however, took the wind out of
the critics' sails by refraining from offering any objection to the
adoption of the convention.1 He contented himself with making the
following statement:
The policy and attitude of the United States Government toward
every important phase of international relationships in this hemisphere
could scarcely be made more clear and definite than they have been
made by both word and action especially since the 4th March. I have
no disposition therefore to indulge in any repetition or rehearsal of these
acts and utterances and shall not do so. Every observing person must
by this time thoroughly understand that under the Roosevelt Adminis-
tration the United States Government is as much opposed as any other
to interference with the freedom, the sovereignty, or other internal
affairs or processes of the Governments of other nations.
In addition to numerous acts and utterances in connexion with the
carrying out of these doctrines and policies, President Roosevelt, during
recent weeks, gave out a public statement expressing his disposition to
open negotiations with the Cuban Government for the purpose of dealing
with the treaty which has existed since 1903. I feel safe in undertaking
to say that under our support of the general principle of non-intervention,
as has been suggested, no Government need fear any intervention on
the part of the United States under the Roosevelt Administration. I
think it unfortunate that during the brief period of this Conference there
is apparently not time within which to prepare interpretations and
definitions of these fundamental terms that are embraced in the report.
Such definitions and interpretations would enable every Government
to proceed in a uniform way without any difference of opinion or of
interpretations. I hope that at the earliest possible date such very
important work will be done. In the meantime in case of differences of
interpretations and also until they (the proposed doctrines and prin-
ciples) can be worked out and codified for the common use of every
Government, I desire to say that the United States Government in all of
its international associations and relationships and conduct will follow
scrupulously the doctrines and policies which it has pursued since the
4th March which are embodied in the different addresses of President
Roosevelt since that time and in the recent peace address of myself on
the 15th day of December before this Conference2 and in the law of
nations as generally recognized and accepted.
of Peace, Mr. Hull had declared that 'the people of the United States strongly
feel that this so-called right of conquest must for ever be banished from this
hemisphere, and they shun and reject the so-called right for themselves'. Dr.
Girauity had then expressed satisfaction that the American policy of inter-
ference had come to an end.
1  Mr. Hull would apparently have preferred to postpone action on the
question of intervention once more by referring the draft convention to a
juridical committee, but since the general opinion was against this course he
did not press for its adoption.
2  This was a speech which Mr. Hull made at the meeting of the Committee
on the Organization of Peace at which the resolution urging all American
states to adhere to the Five Peace Pacts was adopted.